Relevant Statutes and Rules
Adult and Child Name Change

Texas Civil Practices and Remedies Code Section 30.014
Texas Family Code Chapter 45

Texas Government Code Section 411.088(a)

Texas Rules of Civil Procedure 21c

TEXAS CIVIL PRACTICES AND REMEDIES CODE

Sec. 30.014. PLEADINGS MUST CONTAIN PARTIAL IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION. (a)
In a civil action filed in a district court, county court, or statutory county court, each party or the
party's attorney shall include in its initial pleading:

(1) the last three numbers of the party's driver's license number, if the party
has been issued a driver's license; and

(2) the last three numbers of the party's social security number, if the party has
been issued a social security number.

(b) A court may, on its own motion or the motion of a party, order that an initial
pleading be amended to contain the information listed under Subsection (a) if the court
determines that the pleading does not contain that information. A court may find a party in
contempt if the party does not amend the pleading as ordered by the court under this
subsection.

TEXAS FAMILY CODE

Sec. 45.001. WHO MAY FILE; VENUE. A parent, managing conservator, or guardian of
a child may file a petition requesting a change of name of the child in the county where the
child resides.

Sec. 45.002. REQUIREMENTS OF PETITION. (a) A petition to change the name of a
child must be verified and include:
(1) the present name and place of residence of the child;
(2) the reason a change of name is requested;
(3) the full name requested for the child;
(4) whether the child is subject to the continuing exclusive jurisdiction of a
court under Chapter 155; and
(5) whether the child is subject to the registration requirements of Chapter 62,
Code of Criminal Procedure.
(b) If the child is 10 years of age or older, the child's written consent to the change of
name must be attached to the petition.

Sec. 45.003. CITATION. (a) The following persons are entitled to citation in a suit
under this subchapter:
(1) a parent of the child whose parental rights have not been terminated;
(2) any managing conservator of the child; and
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(3) any guardian of the child.
(b) Citation must be issued and served in the same manner as under Chapter 102.

Sec. 45.0031. WAIVER OF CITATION. (a) A party to a suit under this subchapter may
waive the issuance or service of citation after the suit is filed by filing with the clerk of the court
in which the suit is filed the waiver of the party acknowledging receipt of a copy of the filed
petition.

(b) The party executing the waiver may not sign the waiver using a digitized signature.

(c) The waiver must contain the mailing address of the party executing the waiver.

(d) Notwithstanding Section 132.001, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, the waiver
must be sworn before a notary public who is not an attorney in the suit. This subsection does
not apply if the party executing the waiver is incarcerated.

(e) The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure do not apply to a waiver executed under this
section.

(f) For purposes of this section, "digitized signature" has the meaning assigned by
Section 101.0096.

Sec. 45.004. ORDER. (a) The court may order the name of a child changed if:
(1) the change is in the best interest of the child; and
(2) for a child subject to the registration requirements of Chapter 62, Code of
Criminal Procedure:
(A) the change is in the interest of the public; and
(B) the person petitioning on behalf of the child provides the court with
proof that the child has notified the appropriate local law enforcement authority of the
proposed name change.
(b) If the child is subject to the continuing jurisdiction of a court under Chapter 155,
the court shall send a copy of the order to the central record file as provided in Chapter 108.
(c) In this section, "local law enforcement authority" has the meaning assigned by
Article 62.001, Code of Criminal Procedure.

Sec. 45.005. LIABILITIES AND RIGHTS UNAFFECTED. A change of name does not:
(1) release a child from any liability incurred in the child's previous name; or
(2) defeat any right the child had in the child's previous name.

Sec. 45.101. WHO MAY FILE; VENUE. An adult may file a petition requesting a change
of name in the county of the adult's place of residence.

Sec. 45.102. REQUIREMENTS OF PETITION. (a) A petition to change the name of an
adult must be verified and include:
(1) the present name and place of residence of the petitioner;
(2) the full name requested for the petitioner;
(3) the reason the change in name is requested;
(4) whether the petitioner has been the subject of a final felony conviction;

Name Change Statues Page 2 of 6
Compiled by the Texas Access to Justice Commission


http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=FA&Value=102
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CP&Value=132.001
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=FA&Value=101.0096
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CR&Value=62
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=CR&Value=62.001

(5) whether the petitioner is subject to the registration requirements of
Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure; and
(6) alegible and complete set of the petitioner's fingerprints on a fingerprint
card format acceptable to the Department of Public Safety and the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.
(b) The petition must include each of the following or a reasonable explanation why
the required information is not included:
(1) the petitioner's:
(A) full name;
(B) sex;
(C) race;
(D) date of birth;
(E) driver's license number for any driver's license issued in the 10 years
preceding the date of the petition;
(F) social security number; and
(G) assigned FBI number, state identification number, if known, or any
other reference number in a criminal history record system that identifies the petitioner;
(2) any offense above the grade of Class C misdemeanor for which the
petitioner has been charged; and
(3) the case number and the court if a warrant was issued or a charging
instrument was filed or presented for an offense listed in Subsection (b)(2).

Sec. 45.103. ORDER. (a) The court shall order a change of name under this subchapter
for a person other than a person with a final felony conviction or a person subject to the
registration requirements of Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure, if the change is in the
interest or to the benefit of the petitioner and in the interest of the public.

(b) A court may order a change of name under this subchapter for a person with a final
felony conviction if, in addition to the requirements of Subsection (a), the person has:

(1) received a certificate of discharge by the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice or completed a period of community supervision or juvenile probation ordered by a
court and not less than two years have passed from the date of the receipt of discharge or
completion of community supervision or juvenile probation; or

(2) been pardoned.

(c) A court may order a change of name under this subchapter for a person subject to
the registration requirements of Chapter 62, Code of Criminal Procedure, if, in addition to the
requirements of Subsection (a), the person provides the court with proof that the person has
notified the appropriate local law enforcement authority of the proposed name change. In this
subsection, "local law enforcement authority" has the meaning assigned by Article 62.001,
Code of Criminal Procedure.

Sec. 45.104. LIABILITIES AND RIGHTS UNAFFECTED. A change of name under this
subchapter does not release a person from liability incurred in that person's previous name or
defeat any right the person had in the person's previous name.
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Sec. 45.105. CHANGE OF NAME IN DIVORCE SUIT. (a) On the final disposition of a suit
for divorce, for annulment, or to declare a marriage void, the court shall enter a decree
changing the name of a party specially praying for the change to a prior used name unless the
court states in the decree a reason for denying the change of name. The court may not deny a
change of name solely to keep last names of family members the same.

(b) A person whose name is changed under this section may apply for a change of
name certificate from the clerk of the court as provided by Section 45.106.

Sec. 45.106. CHANGE OF NAME CERTIFICATE. (a) A person whose name is changed
under Section 6.706 or 45.105 may apply to the clerk of the court ordering the name change for
a change of name certificate.

(b) A certificate under this section is a one-page document that includes:

(1) the name of the person before the change of name was ordered;

(2) the name to which the person's name was changed by the court;

(3) the date on which the name change was made;

(4) the person's social security number and driver's license number, if any;
(5) the name of the court in which the name change was ordered; and

(6) the signature of the clerk of the court that issued the certificate.

(c) An applicant for a certificate under this section shall pay a $10 fee to the clerk of
the court for issuance of the certificate.

(d) A certificate under this section constitutes proof of the change of name of the
person named in the certificate.

Sec. 45.107. WAIVER OF CITATION. (a) A party to a suit under this subchapter may
waive the issuance or service of citation after the suit is filed by filing with the clerk of the court
in which the suit is filed the waiver of the party acknowledging receipt of a copy of the filed
petition.

(b) The party executing the waiver may not sign the waiver using a digitized signature.

(c) The waiver must contain the mailing address of the party executing the waiver.

(d) Notwithstanding Section 132.001, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, the waiver
must be sworn before a notary public who is not an attorney in the suit. This subsection does
not apply if the party executing the waiver is incarcerated.

(e) The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure do not apply to a waiver executed under this
section.

(f) For purposes of this section, "digitized signature" has the meaning assigned by
Section 101.0096.

TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE
Sec. 411.088. FEES. (a) Except as otherwise provided by Subsection (a-1), the
department [Department of Public Service] may charge a person a fee for processing inquiries
for criminal history record information. The department may charge:
(1) afee of $10 for each inquiry for criminal history record information on a
person that is processed only on the basis of the person's name, unless the inquiry is submitted
electronically or by magnetic media, in which event the fee is $1;
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(2) afee of $15 for each inquiry for criminal history record information on a
person that is processed on the basis of a fingerprint comparison search; and

(3) except as provided by Subsection (b), actual costs for processing all other
information inquiries.

(a-1) The department may not charge a fee under Subsection (a) for providing criminal
history record information to:

(1) acriminal justice agency;
(2) the office of capital and forensic writs; or
(3) a public defender's office.

(b) The department may not charge for processing an electronic inquiry for
information described as public information under Article 62.005, Code of Criminal Procedure,
made through the use of the Internet.

(c) The fee a municipality pays under Subsection (a)(1) for an inquiry submitted
electronically or by magnetic media may be used to allow the department to make the
information available through electronic means under Section 411.129.

TEXAS RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE

RULE 21c. PRIVACY PROTECTION FOR FILED DOCUMENTS.

(a) Sensitive Data Defined. Sensitive data consists of: (1) a driver's license number, passport
number, social security number, tax identification number, or similar government-issued
personal identification number; (2) a bank account number, credit card number, or other
financial account number; and (3) a birth date, a home address, and the name of any person
who was a minor when the underlying suit was filed.

(b) Filing of Documents Containing Sensitive Data Prohibited. Unless the inclusion of sensitive
data is specifically required by a statute, court rule, or administrative regulation, an electronic
or paper document, except for wills and documents filed under seal, containing sensitive data
may not be filed with a court unless the sensitive data is redacted.

(c) Redaction of Sensitive Data; Retention Requirement. Sensitive data must be redacted by
using the letter "X" in place of each omitted digit or character or by removing the sensitive data
in a manner indicating that the data has been redacted. The filing party must retain an
unredacted version of the filed document during the pendency of the case and any related
appellate proceedings filed within six months of the date the judgment is signed.

(d) Notice to Clerk. If a document must contain sensitive data, the filing party must notify the
clerk by: (1) designating the document as containing sensitive data when the document is
electronically filed; or (2) if the document is not electronically filed, by including, on the upper
left- hand side of the first page, the phrase: "NOTICE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS SENSITIVE
DATA."

(e) Non-Conforming Documents. The clerk may not refuse to file a document that contains
sensitive data in violation of this rule. But the clerk may identify the error to be corrected and
state a deadline for the party to resubmit a redacted, substitute document.
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(f) Restriction on Remote Access. Documents that contain sensitive data in violation of this rule
must not be posted on the Internet.

Comment to 2013 Change: Rule 21c is added to provide privacy protection for documents filed
in civil cases.
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