From the CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Pre-2002 Canon 5:

Canon 5. Refraining From Inappropriate
Political Activity

(1) A judge or judicial candidate shall not make
statements that indicate an opinion on any issue that
may be subject to judicial interpretation by the office
which is being sought or held, except that discussion
of an individual’s judicial philosophy is appropriate if
conducted in a manner which does not suggest to a
reasonable person a probable decision on any particu-
lar case.

(2) A judge or judicial candidate shall not:

(i) make pledges or promises of conduct in office
regarding judicial duties other than the faithful and
impartial performance of the duties of the office, but
may state a position regarding the conduct of ad-
ministrative duties;

(ii) knowingly or recklessly misrepresent the
identity, qualifications, present position, or other
fact concerning the candidate or an opponent.

(3) A judge or judicial candidate shall not authorize
the public use of his or her name endorsing another
candidate for any public office, except that either may
indicate support for a political party. A judge or

judicial candidate may attend political events and ex-
press his or her views on political matters in accord
with this Canon and Canon 3B(10).

(4) A judge shall resign from judicial office upon
becoming a candidate in a contested election for a
non-judicial office either in a primary or in a general
or in a special election. A judge may continue to hold
judicial office while being a candidate for election to or
serving as a delegate in a state constitutional conven-
tion or while being a candidate for election to any
Jjudicial office.

(5) A judge or judicial candidate subject to the
Judicial Campaign Fairness Act, Tex. Elec. Code
§ 253.151, et. seq. (the “Act”), shall not knowingly
commit an act for which he or she knows the Act
imposes a penalty. Contributions returned in accor-
dance with Sections 253.155(e), 253.157(b) or
253.160(b) of the Act are not a violation of this para-
graph.

Amended by orders of June 30, 1993, and Nov. 4, 1993, eff.
March 1, 1994; order of Sept. 21, 1994, eff. Jan. 1, 1995;

order of Mareh 1, 1996; order of Oect. 30, 1997, eff. Jan. 1,
1999; order of June 21, 1999, eff. July 1, 1999.

Current Canon 5:

Refraining From Inappropriate
Political Activity

Canon 5.

(1) A judge or judicial ecandidate shall not:

(i) make pledges or promises of conduct in office
regarding pending or impending ecases, specific
clagsses of cases, specific classes of litigants, or
specific propositions of law that would suggest to a
reasonable person that the judge is predisposed to a
probable decision in cases within the scope of the
pledge;

(i) knowingly or recklessly misrepresent the
identity, qualifications, present position, or other
fact concerning the candidate or an opponent; or

(ili) make a statement that would violate Canon
3B(10).

(2) A judge or judicial candidate shall not authorize
the public use of his or her name endorsing another
candidate for any public office, except that either may
indicate support for a political party. A judge or
judicial candidate may attend political events and ex-

press his or her views on political matters in accord
with this Canon and Canon 3B(10).

(3) A judge shall resign from judicial office upon
becoming a candidate in a contested election for a
non-judicial office either in a primary or in a general
or in a special election. A judge may continue to hold
judicial office while being a candidate for election to or
serving as a delegate in a state constitutional conven-
tion or while being a candidate for election to any
judicial office.

(4) A judge or judicial candidate subject to the
Judicial Campaign Fairness Act, Tex. Eleec. Code
§ 253.151, ef. seq. (the “Act”), shall not knowingly
commit an act for which he or she knows the Act
imposes a penalty. Contributions returned in acecor-
dance with Sections 253.155(e), 253.157(b) or
253.160(b) of the Act are not a violation of this para-
graph.

Amended by orders of June 30, 1993, and Nov. 4, 1993, eff. March 1,
1994; order of Sept. 21, 1994, eff. Jan. 1, 1995; order of March 1, 1996;

order of Oect. 30, 1997, eff. Jan. 1, 1999; order of June 21, 1999, eff.
July 1, 1999; order of Aug. 22, 2002.



CODE OF JUDICIAL CONDUCT, CANON 3-B (10) [current]

(10) A judge shall abstain from public comment
about a pending or impending proceeding which may
come before the judge’s court in a manner which
suggests to a reasonable person the judge’s probable
decision on any particular case. This prohibition ap-
plies to any candidate for judicial office, with respect
to judicial proceedings pending or impending in the
court on which the candidate would serve if elected.
A judge shall require similar abstention on the part of
court personnel subject to the judge’s direction and
control. This section does not prohibit judges from
making public statements in the course of their official
duties or from explaining for public information the
procedures of the court. This section does not apply
to proceedings in which the judge or judicial candidate
is a litigant in a personal capacity.



