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SCAC--possible elimination of the Civil Case Information Sheet. Texas Rule of Civil
Procedure 78a.

Appendix A Case Information Sheet.pdf

In Chief Justice Hecht’s letter of July 5, 2017, Chief Justice Hecht asked the SCAC to make a recommendation about the

following:

Civil Case Information Sheet. Texas Rule of Civil Procedure 78a requires the filing of a civil case
information with a petition that initiates a new civil lawsuit or requests modification or enforcement of
an order in a family-law case. Appendix A to the Rules of Civil Procedure contains a form for the civil
case information sheet. The Office of Court Administration has reported to the Court that all the
information required by the civil case information sheet is captured independently by the e-filing system
when a petition is e-filed. The Court asks the Committee’s advice whether Rule 78a and Appendix A
should be repealed or amended to apply to a smaller subset of cases.

The matter was referred to the Subcommittee on Rules 15-165a.

Here is TRCP 78a, regarding the Case Information Sheet, added in 2010. A copy of the sample case information sheet is

attached to this email.

RULE 78a.

CASE INFORMATION SHEET



(a) Requirement. A civil case information sheet, in the form promulgated by the Supreme Court of Texas,
must accompany the filing of:

(1) an original petition or application; and
(2) a post-judgment petition for modification or motion for enforcement in a case arising under
the Family Code.

(b) Signature. The civil case information sheet must be signed by the attorney for the party filing the pleading
or by the party.

(c) Enforcement. The court and clerk must take appropriate measures to enforce this rule. But the clerk
may not reject a pleading because the pleading is not accompanied by a civil case information sheet.

(d) Limitation on Use. The civil case information sheet is for data collection for statistical and
administrative purposes and does not affect any substantive right.

(e) Applicability. The civil case information sheet is not required in cases filed in justice courts or small-
claims courts, or in cases arising under Title 3 of the Family Code.

Comment: Rule 78a is added to require the submission of a civil case information sheet to collect data for
statistical and administrative purposes, see, e.g., TEX. GOV'T CODE § 71.035. A civil case

information sheet is not a pleading. Rule 78a is placed with other rules regarding pleadings because
civil case information sheets must accompany pleadings.

Justice Hecht asks whether the requirement in Rule 78a should be eliminated, now that the very same information is
captured in the electronic filing system. Or should the case information sheet be limited to initial pleadings that are not
electronically filed?

Subcommittee’s recommendation:

That TRCP 78a be amended to require a Case Information Sheet only where the original pleading, application, or
motion for enforcement is not electronically filed.

The following revisions could be used:
RULE 78a. CASE INFORMATION SHEET

(f) Requirement. A civil case information sheet, in the form promulgated by the Supreme Court of Texas,
must accompany the a non-electronically-filed-fiing-of:

(1) an-original petition or application; and
(2) a—post-judgment petition for modification or motion for enforcement in a case arising under
the Family Code.

(g) Signature. The civil case information sheet must be signed by the attorney for the party filing the pleading
or by the party.

(h) Enforcement. The court and clerk must take appropriate measures to enforce this rule. But the clerk
may not reject a pleading because the pleading is not accompanied by a civil case information sheet.



(i) Limitation on Use. The civil case information sheet is for data collection for statistical and
administrative purposes and does not affect any substantive right.

(j) Applicability. A civil case information sheet is not to be filed if the petition, application, or motion
described in Subsection (f) is electronically
filed. The civil case information sheet is not required in cases filed in justice courts or small-claims
courts, or in cases arising under Title 3 of the Family Code.

Comment: Rule 78a is added to require the submission of a civil case information sheet to collect data for
statistical and administrative purposes, see, e.g., TEX. GOV'T CODE § 71.035. A civil case

information sheet is not a pleading. Rule 78a is placed with other rules regarding pleadings because
civil case information sheets must accompany pleadings. The 2017 amendment eliminates the requirement of a
case information sheet where the petition, application, or motion is filed electronically.




CAUSE NUMBER (FOR CLERK USE ONLY):

STYLED

C1vIL CASE INFORMATION SHEET

COURT (FOR CLERK USE ONLY):

(e.g., John Smith v. All American Insurance Co; In re Mary Ann Jones; In the Matter of the Estate of George Jackson)

A civil case information sheet must be completed and submitted when an original petition or application is filed to initiate a new civil, family Iaw_, probate, or r_'m:mal
health case or when a post-judgment motion for modification or enforcement is filed in a family law case. The inibrrnutic_m_should be the best avullqblc at theltime of
filing. This sheet, approved by the Texas Judicial Council, is intended to collect information that will be used for slauslnca! purposes only. It neither replaces nor
supplements the filings or service of pleading or other documents as required by law or rule. The sheet does not constitute a discovery request, response, or
supplementation, and it is not admissible at trial.

1. Contact information for person completing case information sheet:

Names of parties in case:

Person or entity completing sheet is:

[ClAttorney for Plaintiff/Petitioner
[C1Pro Se Plaintiff/Petitioner
[CITitle 1V-D Agency

[Clother:

Name: Email: Plaintiff{s)/Petitioner(s):
Address: Telephone:

Defendant(s)/Respondent(s):
City/State/Zip: Fax:

Additional Parties in Child Support Case:

Custodial Parent:

Signature:

State Bar No:

Non-Custodial Parent:

[Attach additional page as necessary 1o list all parties)

Presumed Father:

2. Indicate case type, or identify the most important issue in the case (select only 1):

DDiscrimination
Cretaliation

[CJAdministrative Appeal
DAnlilrust"Unfair

D]_.a\wer Discipline
Dl’crpeluate Testimony

Civil Family Law
Post-judgment Actions
Contract Injury or Damage Real Property Marriage Relationship (non-Title IV-D)
Debt/Contract D/\ssaulUBallcry [CIEminent Domain/ [CJAnnulment [CJEnforcement
[Clconsumer/DTPA [ClConstruction Condemnation [ClDeclare Marriage Void [CIModification—Custody
[CIDebt/Contract [CDefamation [Cpartition Divorce [CIModification—Other
[CIFraud/Misrepresentation | Malpractice [ClQuiet Title [CIWith Children Title IV-D
DOthcr Debt/Contract: E]Accounting DTrcspass to Try Title I:lNo Children DEnforccmcnU’MGdiﬁcation
I:lLegal [Clother Property: DPaternity
Foreclosure [CIMedical [CIRreciprocals (UIFSA)
ElHome Equity—Expedited [Clother Professional [CISupport Order
[ClOther Foreclosure Liability: —
[CFranchise Related to Criminal : - ] :
Elinsurance DMMGN Matters Other Family Law Parent-Child Relationship
L andlord/Tenant [WPremises !:IExpunction [ClEnforce Foreign DAdoptioq}Adoption with
[EINon-Competition Product Liability Cliudgment Nisi Judgment Termination
[j]’anncrship [ClAsbestos/Silica [CINon-Disclosure [CIHabeas Corpus UCh!ld Protection
[COther Contract: [CIOther Product Liability Cseizure/Forfeiture ClName Change ClCnild Support |
List Product: [CIwrit of Habeas Corpus— [Cprotective Order [Clcustody or Visitation
Pre-indictment [CIRemoval of Disabilities [[Gestational Parenting
[Clother Injury or Damage: Clother: of Minority ClGrandparent Access
[Clother: [CIParentage/Paternity
[:]Tennination of Parental
Employment Other Civil Rights

[Iother Parent-Child:

[ Termination Competition [CISecurities/Stock
[CIWorkers' Compensation [CICode Violations Tortious Interference

[Cother Employment: L-_]Foreign Judgment Clother:

[Clinteltectual Property
Tax Probate & Mental Health
[l Tax Appraisal Probate/Wills/Intestate Administration [ClGuardianship—Adult
[[ITax Delinquency DDcpcndent Administration [ClGuardianship—Minor
[Clother Tax [Clindependent Administration [CIMental Health
[Clother Estate Proceedings [Clother:

3. Indicate procedure or remedy, if applicable (may select more than 1):

[ Arbitration-related
ClAttachment
[Bill of Review
[Ccertiorari

| [Class Action

[CJAppeal from Municipal or Justice Court

[CDeclaratory Judgment
[ClGarnishment
Clinterpleader

License
I:]Mandamus
E_]Posl—iudgmcm

BReceiver
[:]Sequcsnalion

QTumovcr

DPrejudgmcm Remedy
[Protective Order

[CITemporary Restraining Order/Injunction '
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